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Expedition Assessors 

All DofE qualifying expeditions must be assessed by a DofE accredited 
expedition assessor. The accreditation scheme exists to ensure that assessors 
undertaking this role are fully prepared and aware of the Expedition 
Requirements and able to help facilitate young people’s success.  

Becoming an assessor 

To be an assessor you need to have sufficient technical competence in at least 
one mode of travel for the expedition section for example walking, horse riding, 
cycling, canoeing etc. 

As Scouts Scotland are a national provider of DofE we are unable to individually 
evaluate the competence of our Assessors and generally rely on the Scout 
Permit system.   

Whilst a permit it not required as the Assessor is not in charge of young people 
it is a sign of technical competency.  This is to fulfil our obligations to the DofE, 
it is a requirement under the license we hold and also to ensure the safety of 
volunteers while out in remote terrain.  

Please note that you need to have a permit/qualification/experience appropriate 
to type and level of the expedition you are going to assess, for example:  

• to assess a walking expedition in terrain 0 you need to provide evidence of 
your outdoor and navigation skills through your past experience. 

• to assess a walking expedition in terrain 1 you need to have a hillwalking 
terrain 1 permit, an equivalent external qualification or a statement of 
technical competence. 

• to assess a canoeing expedition on class B1 water you need to have a 
canoeing permit, an equivalent external qualification or a statement of 
technical competence. 

If you have the relevant experience, but don’t hold a permit or qualification, you 
will need to contact your Regional DofE Adviser and discuss your experience, 
either face to face or virtually. Your adviser can then complete the registration 
form on your behalf. 
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Learning & Assessment 

Before starting the Expedition Assessor and Supervisor pathway, participants 
are required to have registered as adult with Scouts Scotland and have 
completed the Foundations Pathway. 

Upon successful completion of training and registration, Assessors will be able 
to log onto eDofE and print out a copy of their accreditation. 

If you are already an accredited assessor for another organisation but would 
also like to assess within Scouting you will need to have your technical 
competence approved as above. 

More information  

You’ll find further information about assessments at www.dofe.org 

For more information or any questions, email kris.mackie@scouts.scot 
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